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Worship Highlights for February
February 5 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, - Rev. Nancy W. Strickland preaching, “Sustaining Ministry”
Morning Worship and Communion, Children go directly to Sunday School,
Isaiah 40:21-31, Psalm 147:1-11, 20c, 1Corinthians 9:16-23, Mark 1:29-39

February 12 "Sixth Sunday after Epiphany, - Rev. Nancy W. Strickland preaching, “Healing Presence”
Morning Worship, Children begin in worship today
2Kings 5:1-14, Psalm 30, 1Corinthians 9:24-27, Mark 1:40-45
Lunch and Interim discussion directly after Worship - Special Children’s Program

February 19 Transfiguration Sunday - Rev. Fred Anderson preaching, “Thin Places”
Morning Worship, Children go directly to Sunday School,
2 Kings 2:1-12, Psalm 50:1-6, 2Corinthians 4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9

February 22, Ash Wednesday - Worship Board & Rev. Nancy W. Strickland, officiating
6:15 p.m. Soup Supper in Parish Hall

7 p.m. Worship in Sanctuary

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Isaiah 58:1-12, Psalm 51:1-17, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 26 First Sunday in Lent - Rev. Nancy W. Strickland preaching, “God’s Loving Paths”
Morning Worship, Children begin in worship today
Genesis 9:8-17, Psalm 25:1-10, 1Peter 3:18-22, Mark 1:9-15

FROM THE INTERIM
PASTOR

Dear Friends,

This year the
season of Lent begins on
Wednesday February 22 and
culminates on Easter Sunday
April 8". During these forty days,
(not counting Sundays) we once
again have the opportunity for
new beginnings. Lent present us
with time specially marked on the

calendar to look again at Jesus as

he was led by the Spirit for 40
days in the wilderness. In that
barren landscape he had time to
think through direction for his life,

sort things out, and to wrestle
with the options before him
before he began his public
ministry.

Traditionally in the Christian
church, Lent is a season of
spiritual renewal that helps us
to prepare for the celebration
of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ on Easter. It is a time for
prayer, self reflection, self
examination, repentance, and
renewal. It is a good time to
pause and take stock: am |
becoming the kind of person
want to be? Or am | letting
things slide, giving way to what
is easy, comfortable? Do |
stand for something | can be
proud of? Lent is a good time

to stand up and be counted. What
can we each be counted on for?
What can we do to help our church
stand for something? Where do we
find meaning? Ultimately Lent gives
us hope, hope for meaning in our
lives and for turning towards the
source of Love. We all face the ups
and downs of life and as Christians
we can move through times of
discouragement and fulfilment by
keeping our eyes on the One who
went through all we have to go
through and more, who died and
rose again. May we be on this
journey together, intentionally
spending time in prayer, reflection,
and openness to the movement of
Gods Spirit of love. In faith,

Pastor Nancy
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INTERIM DISCUSSIONS
CONTINUE FEBRUARY 12

Our second of three
interim discussions will be held
after worship on Sunday February
12. There will be a light lunch
provided by the Building
Committee in the Parish Hall and
children will go to Room 2 for a
special program organized by the
Middle School Group and the
CYM Board. Sign up on the
bulletin board in the Parish Hall or
call the church office (422-6657)
so we will know how many to plan
for.

February’s discussion will
center around “Imagining our
Churches future: hopes, dreams,
and concerns.” Discussion
starters for conversations around
the tables will be available ahead
of that Sunday. There was a lively
discussion on January 8 as we
looked back on our history. See
below for some highlights of that
discussion. These discussions will
help the future search committee
in preparing the church profile for
distribution to interested clergy.

- ey
Interfaith I

Hospitalitydl
Netivork

ol Greater Worcester

IHN ASSISTANT
COORDINATOR NEEDED

Beth Stevenson, our IHN
Coordinator, is looking for
someone to help her coordinate
the upcoming visit with IHN

LIVING THE QUESTIONS LENTEN STUDY
THURSDAYS IN MARCH - Rm 2, 7-8:30 p.m.

Living the Questions 2.0 is an open-minded alternative to
studies that attempt to give participants all the answers and instead
strives to create an environment where participants can interact with
one another in exploring what's next for Christianity. This DVD series
features thirty acclaimed scholars, including Marcus Borg, Diana
Butler Bass, John Dominic Crossan, Matthew Fox, Amy —Jill Levine,
Brian McClaren, Robin Meyers, Helen Prejan, John Shelby Spong,
and Mel White.

Each evening we will see a 20 minute DVD, which include
conversations with leading voices of faith, digital stories illustrating
aspects of an evolving faith, and concrete spiritual practices and
disciplines. After the DVD, there will be ample time for group
discussion.

Come be part of a group who are seeking, asking questions,
and exploring our Christian faith in an open, inclusive, broad-minded,
and progressive way. Sign up on the Bulletin Board in the Parish Hall
or phone the church office (978 422 6657) so that there will be
adequate handouts. Pastor Nancy will facilitate the discussions.

Topics will include

U March1 Restoring Relationships; exploration of bondage and
liberation, exile and return, sin and forgiveness

U March 8 The Prophetic Jesus

U March 15 Evil, Suffering, and a God of Love

U March22 The Myth of Redemptive Violence

U March 29 Practicing Resurrection

be the go to person if any
problems arise. She is looking for
someone to help her with this task
to make this a pleasant
experience for our IHN guests.
Please contact Beth by email at
pondlady@comcast.net or
through the church office if you
can be help her with this
rewarding worthy local mission.

families. They will be staying
with us one more time before
their house in Worcester is
ready for occupancy. They
arrive here at 5:00 PM on Easter
evening, April 8th and stay for
ONE WEEK only departing at
9:00 AM on Sunday April 15th.
Beth's role as Volunteer
Coordinator is to organize the
sign-up of volunteers for the
week, be the liaison between
First Church and IHN, check in
on guests during the week and
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ASH WEDNESDAY SOUP
SUPPER AND WORSHIP
BEGINS THE LENTEN
SEASON FEB 22, 2012
at 6:15 PM

Lent is traditionally a
season of spiritual renewal that
helps us to prepare for the
celebration of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ on Easter. Itis a
time for prayer, self-reflection,
self examination, repentance,
and renewal. May each of us
take these 40 days that begin on
Ash Wednesday, February 22 as
a special time to renew our
spirits and our connection with
God by taking time each day for
prayer and reflection.

Consider marking the
beginning of Lent by attending
the Ash Wednesday activities;
first a simple soup supper at
6:15 p.m. and then a time of
worship in the Sanctuary at 7
pm.

Please sign up on the
bulletin board in the Parish Hall
or call the church office (978 422
6657)

FREEZING FOOTSTEPS

By Susan Crimer, Sunday
School Director

January may be cold, but
the Footsteps children are warm
in the love of Jesus! We began
our new unit, Discovering the
Bible, an eight lesson sequence
that will help us learn the stories
and meet the people in the OId
and New Testaments. We will
learn how to read and how  ,.ee
to use our Bibles.

Many children are
earning prizes for their
attendance, memory work,
and special contributions to
our Sunday School. This new
program encourages kids to

3

memorize key Bible verses, and
rewards kids who go ‘above and
beyond’ in the way they
participate in special activities or
class time. We hope this
dynamic approach to faith
building encourages a lifelong
commitment to active
discipleship.

Special thanks to Linda
Davis, who filled in as Sunday
School director on January 15.
This program works because so
many, parents and congregation
members alike, give freely of
their time, talents, and treasure.
We are so grateful for the
support of each and every one
of you!

MIDDLE SCHOOL
FELLOWSHIP
"FEBRUARY/MARCH
ACTIVITY POOL AND

PIZZA PARTY".

On Saturday March 3"
from 2 - 500pm the Middle
School Fellowship will go to the
Greenwood Pool in Gardner.
The activities will be swimming,
games, Pizza, salad and drinks.
The coordinators; Chris Roy and
Kevin Moulton.

Please let Kevin know if
you have any concerns or
guestions. For more information
please call Kevin Moulton at 978
422 3405, e-mail
kmoultonl@verizon.net or the
church office at 978 422 6657.

CONFIRMATION CLASS
IN FEBRUARY

There are two events for
February for the Confirmation
Class. On Sunday, February 5
at 10 a.m., the students and Jan
Patten and volunteer parent
drivers will gather at the church
to go to UUA Society Worship

Service, 90 Holden St, Worcester.
On Sunday February 26 at 11:30
a.m. there will be a regular
Confirmation Class in Room 2 to
reflect on the UUA visit, UCC
History, and First Church History.
Please speak with Pastor Nancy if
you have any questions.

MASS CONFERENCE UCC
PRESENTS SUPER

SATURDAY - Mar, 3, 2012

On Saturday, Mar. 3rd at
Ludlow High School from 8AM -
3PM. Join hundreds of delegates,
pastors and lay leaders from all
over the Massachusetts
Conference for our fourth Super
Saturday.

The day will include 33
workshops on a variety of subjects
impacting the local church, a
bookstore, a marketplace, lunch
and opportunities for networking
with colleagues in ministry.

.A sample of some of the
workshops are:

U Giving is a Spiritual Practice

U Prayer 101: Praying Out Loud
(for lay folks)

U Marketing & Communications in
the 21st Century

U Ecumenical Shared Ministries -
Sharing Best Practices

U Discipleship: A Model of
Church for the 21st Century

U Inspiring Generosity

U Talking About Faith and Money:
Sermons and Testimony

U Becoming a Discipleship
Church: How to Transition to
the Discipleship Model of
Church

To be registered with lunch,

you must register by February 22.

Register on line at

WWWw.macucc.org/supersaturday
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NOTES FROM THE ALL CHURCH DISCUSSION AFTER CHURCH JANUARY 8TH

Three words I'd use to describe my church to someone who didn’t know about it...Active...
progressive...friendly...community...Christian fellowship...old New England style...welcoming...
passionate...committed...non-judgmental...caring...clear glass windows...accepting...service-oriented...
supportive...great music...place of love...multi-denominational...church school...warm...i is in repair...
generous...mission-oriented...in transition...rock-solid

Tell of a time you were most proud of First Church...Ice storm shelter...open & affirming discussion...
U.S. youth trips...church common unity...Jonathan's retirement celebration ...VGP...outreach...steeple sup-
port...confirmation class graduation...La Romana trips...small group ministry...event miracles...reaction of
IHN guests...capital campaign...

Tell of a time you felt regret about something this congregation did or did not do...Loss of member-
ship...unable to sustain Baptist Society...didn't pursue open & affirming...inattention to some members...lack
of young families joining...smaller congregation...member involvement in mission...lack of under-45 involve-
ment...youth ministry direction, budget

Three most significant events...Jonathan Wright Grays 31 tenure & retirement ...steeple campaign to re-
build with help from community and church... ... Palm Sunday Promenade...organizational changes in board
structure...associate minister hired and not able to be sustained...ownership of church common issue...New
Beginnings program...development of music program.....Pastor Nancy arriving as interim pastor...Church
building opening as shelter in times of storms....... workdays, mission trips to La Romana... Support of IHN,
small group ministry.,....Church facility as community resource...same gender marriage policy discussion...
previous capital campaign...loss of senior high fellowship...... loosing members to Hope Chapel...... addition
to the building.....Community theatre performances

This is a church that knows...Jesus...how to help each other...God is still speaking...compassion...how to
have fun...30 years of continuity...cannot be complacent...numerous viewpoints & traditions...work through
good times and bad

This is a church that values...Community & mission...youth...worship...faith...love...music...faith into ac-
tion

This is a church that is seeking...Members...direction...new minister...spiritual leadership...
reorganization...more volunteer help...children

This is a church that is committed to...Helping others...personal service...living God's word...Christian
education

This is a church that could stand to be committed to...Stewardship...strengthening core beliefs (glue)...
more in-reach/less outreach...the poor...the youth

This is a church that struggles with...Balancing programs/commitments with available energy...governing
structure...finances...youth ministry...lifestyles (open & affirming)...membership

This is a church that is grateful for...Music...care-giving...having so many good friend...theatre...
opportunity to talk like this (congregational)...people who keep doing and doing and doing...Pastor Nancy...
The Crimers & Sunday School teachers...Charlie Kretz found steeple problems...active youth fellowship...
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GOVERNING TASK FORCE (GTF) UPDATE

By Phil Holman
At the annual meeting, members of the GTF gave an update on their progress. The following is a
summary of the presentation:

There has been a lot of curiosity about the work GTF is doing, so | want to give a brief report about
our progress. Members of the task force have been meeting regularly throughout the holiday period. We
have plans to bring forward our recommendations, but do not want to interfere with meetings Nancy is spon-
soring over the next few weeks. We have developed a timeline for engaging the congregation and ulti-
mately asking for their approval to launch a trial year.

Soon members of our committee will begin meeting with the individual Boards. In addition, we will be
communicating through articles in the Spirelite. We are also planning to sponsor meetings in the Houghton
Room at coffee hour. Working with Nancy, we have selected Sunday, April 29" for an “all church meeting”
to allow us to introduce our recommendations to the Congregation.

We hope to get a draft of the proposed bylaw changes to the Bylaw Committee by early April. As-
suming we stay on this timeline, we will be calling a Church vote to enter into a trial period sometime in early
June. The intent would be to change the structure at that point on a “trial basis”, using the new structure
throughout the balance of the church fiscal year, and then call another vote at the annual meeting in January
2013 to formally adopt the new structure.

So what should members of the congregation be doing during this time?

Stay informed by attending informational meetings and reading communications from the GTF. Con-
tinue to support the existing structure and ministries, and volunteer your time and talents. We would encour-
age members of the congregation to support some changes in the way we volunteer our time and talent. We
are moving towards a structure that has less people in appointed “Board positions” and more people doing
the actual work within the areas of ministry. This model will allow multiple points of entry for volunteers to
commit their time and talents, taking on ministries that vary in length and level of commitment.

Plan to attend our luncheon on Sunday, April 29", immediately following church service.

If you have any questions regarding upcoming changes, feel free to contact any member of the Gov-
erning Task Force:

Pam Guild pam@pobox282.com

Phil Holman philsterl@comcast.net

Chip Mercurio chipmercurio@hotmail.com
Vern Gaw vgaw@ieee.org

Doug Davis davisfarmers@comcast.net

Liz Salo esalo@comcast.net

Jo-Ann Cummings  Jo-ann.cummings@comcast.net
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BELL CHOIR FOR EASTER

If you are interested in
joining the Bell Choir for Easter,
please call Ronna Davis at 978
422 6097 or e-mail her at
ronnaadavis@hotmail.com.
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A NEW PROGRAM
INITIATED

by Ronna Davis, Minster of
Music
Assisting At The Organ
Console. is an invitation to any
child, grade one and higher, who
is interested in helping Ronna at
the organ bench. The child may
serve for one or two consecutive
weeks and sign up repeatedly
as they take their turns with
others who may sign on for the
experience. Each child will help
with music, organ stops and
participate as much as
possible. The child will learn a
bit about the organ and music in
worship. The child will dismiss
for their classes as usual. If you
are interested please see Ronna
and sign up for a date(s). No
music training required - the only
gualifications are curiosity and
an interest in music

woo’|rewb @ ao1mbiey.101s
uebn@ auuelq :101eulpJ00) SANRNSIUILIPY

NEW MEMBER CLASSES

Christians have always
sought to be together for
worship and service from the
earliest beginning of the church.
Whether you are relatively new
at First Church or have been
attending for some time, we
hope that you will consider
formally joining the church this
spring. There will be two new
member classes, one on
Sunday February 5 at 11:30 and
the second on Sunday February
26 at 4 p.m. The new member
joining Sunday will be March 11.
Come and join in, and be part of
this tradition of belonging to a
community that offers support,
nurture, and challenge! See
Pastor Nancy to learn more.
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Attention:

Women of First Church
(and their friends!)

You're Cordially Invited to the 3
Annual mid-winter Ladies-only s

Fireside Gath

When: Friday evening, February 10th

6:30 —9:00 PM

Where: First Church Houghton Room
(Snow date Saturday, February 11th)
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In lieu of an admission charge, we will be having a
“Silent Auction”

Please bring one item for bidding-
old or new, foodstuffs, Christmas gifts you don’t need, etc.
All proceeds will directly benefit the Sunday School
and Youth Programs at First Church.

Come enjoy an evening of fellowship and fun —
We look forward to seeing you therel!!

Please RSVP by Feb. 6th to:
Linda Davis at davisfarmers@comcast.net /(978-563-1773)
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ANNIVERSARIES AND

BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRUARY

=

Phil Wiggin

Richard Molnar

. Evelyn Kneeland

. Charlie Goodale
BOB & HELEN HILL
Pamela Clark

10. Rob Barwise

11. Judith Whitmore
12. Jan Abare

13. Shira McWaters
14. STEPHEN BARNEY & HOLLY DALEY
16. Mary Ann Nelson

SR AEN

17. Ruth Parkinson
Doug Anderson
Sarah Rigney
18. ARTHUR & FLO COUGHLIN
20. Robin Harper
21. CLYDE & CINDY POPP-HAGER
22. Jonathan Guild
Sean Holman
26. Mary Nourse
27. Amy Loungway
28. Tom Sabourin

SERVING THE CHURCH IN FEBRUARY

MEAL GIVER CONTACT — Cheryl Barwise — 422-8391
CAREGIVER CONTACT - Jackie Provencher — 422-6497
- (Rides, visits, etc.)

FLOWER CONTACT - Eris Nash - 422-6124

REIKI CONTACT - Karen Iszlai — 422-8124

PHONE PRAYER CHAIN CONTACT - Gail Pineo —
422-6053

E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN CONTACT - Cheryl Barwise -
422-8391 - theislandway@gmail.com

HEAD USHER - Bob Kneeland

WELCOME TEAM LEADERS
Feb. 5" - Carol and Allen Hoffman
Feb. 12" - Ashley Edwards
Feb. 19" - Ranny Sabourin & Diana Munoz
Feb. 26" — Gereda Burger

TRANSISTIONS

CONGRATULATIONS TO Matthew Paul Amendola, Matthew was baptized on January 15. He was born on December
2, 2004 and is the child of Heidi and Dana Amendola. His godmother is Heather Walker. CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY goes
out to Eleanor Germain and family on the death of Tom Germain this past week, also to Jayne & Ray Perkins on the loss

of his daughter last month.

THANK YOU

The Outreach Board would like to share some of the thank you letters we have received from several of the
organizations and missions our church supports. Below are those that have thanked us. Their letters will be posted on the

bulletin in the hallway.

YWCA

Hope for Housing

Mass. Conference United Church of Christ
Unitarian Universalist Assoc.

Disaster in Japan

IHN

Andover Newton Theological School
Simply Smiles

Worcester Fellowship

Heifer International

Habitat for Humanity

We want you to know how much it is appreciated by those whose lives are so positively affected through you generosity.

To The First Church: Thank you so much for the lovely poinsettias and gift cards. They are much appreciated. The

Staff of First Church.

My sincerest thanks to First Church for the beautiful Christmas cards and the lovely white poinsettia. Elsa Whitmore

Dear Friends: Thank you for your Christmas cards, cookies from the Confirmation Class, and the beautiful poinsettia
plant that Judy Mather brought to me. It is still beautiful. Thank you for your kindness and caring. May you all enjoy a

healthful and happy new year Millie Hirst

Dear Friends at First Church: Thank you to those who gave me the lovely flowers as a get well after surgery. It was

much appreciated. Jayne Perkins.
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Feoruary 2012

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 4:00 Girl Scouts - Rm. 2 2 1:20 VGPS - Rm. 2 3 10:30 VGPS - Rm. 2 4 6:00 Pot Pie Supper -
ﬁ( 6:00 Brownies - PH 7:00 Boy Scouts - PH 1:20 VGPS - Rm. 2 PH
ﬁ, 6:00 Girl Scouts - Rm. 2 7:30 Cub Scout Comm 7:00 Adult Choir
/. '(1) 7:00 Building Board - Mtg - Rm. 2 Rehearsal
( > B2
\ \ 7:00 CYM Board -
\‘«* Chapel
5 9:00 Adult Choir Rehearsal 6 6:30 Cub Scouts - Rm. 2 7 10:30 VGPS - Rm. 2 8 4:00 Staff Mtg - Rm. 2 | 9 1:20 VGPS - Rm. 2 10 10:30 VGPS - Rm. 2 11 9:00 Daisy Scouts - Rm.
10:00 Church Service and Sunday | 7:00 Cub Scouts - PH NO AUCTION 7:00 Boy Scout Comm Mtg - | 7:00 Boy Scouts - PH 1:20 VGPS - Rm. 2 2
School 7:00 PSPP - B2 7:00 Spanish Class -Rm. 2 | B2 6:00 Fireside Gathering - 6:00 Fireside Gathering
10:00 confirmation Class to UUA | 7:00 Outreach Bd - 7:00 Sterling Soccer - Rm. 2 HR Snow date
Worcester Chapel 6:30 Reiki Sessions - Rm.
11:30 New Member Class - Hr 2
7:00 Adult Choir
Rehearsal
12 9:00 Adult Choir Rehearsal 13 14 10:30 VGPS - Rm. 2 15 4:00 Girl Scouts - Rm. 2 | 16 8:00 Sterling Garden 17 10:30 VGPS - Rm. 2 18 9:00 Realms Event - PH
10:00 Church Service and Sunday 6:30 Auction - PH 6:00 Brownies - PH Club - HR 1:20 VGPS - Rm. 2
School 7:00 Sterling Softball - 6:00 Girl Scouts - Rm. 2 1:20 VGPS - Rm. 2 7:00 Adult Choir
11:15 All Church Session on Chapel 7:00 Boy Scouts - PH Rehearsal
Interim - PH 7:00 Governance Task 7:00 VGPS Advisory Bd -
: i Force - Rm. 2 e® Rm. 2
1:00 Cub Scout Pack Mtg - PH [ !! ’3.\: SPIRELITE DEADLINE
19 9:00 Adult Choir Rehearsal 20 21 6:30 Auction - PH 22 Ash Wednesday 23 7:00 Boy Scouts - PH | 24 9:00 Spirelite 25 9:00 Daisy Scouts - Rm.
10:00 Church Service and Sunday 7:00 Spanish Class - Rm. 2 6:16 Supper 7:30 Diaconate - Committee - Rm. 2 2
School 7:00 Knitwits - Mary Higgins | 7:15 Worship Chapel 7:00 Adult Choir
1:00 Birthday Party - PH Home Rehearsal
26 9:00 Adult Choir Rehearsal 27 6:30 Cub Scouts - Rm. 2 | 28 10:30 VGPS - Rm. 2 29 4:00 Girl Scouts - Rm. 2
10:00 Church Service and Sunday | 7:00 Cub Scouts - PH 6:30 Auction - PH 6:00 Brownies - PH
School 7:00 PSPP - Chapel 7:00 Spanish Class - Rm. 2 | 6:00 Girl Scouts - Rm. 2
4:00 New Member Meeting - Rm. 2 7:00 Church Council -
7:00 Boy Scout PLC Training - Rm. 2 Chapel
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